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2 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
She Comes From Stockholm • • • 
LIVING in Margaret Hall is a very new experience for Ruth Stjerner, 
the girl from Stockholm, Sweden, 
who is spending a year on our campus. 
At Swedish colleges, she says, there are 
no dormitories for either men or women, 
with the exception of a few maintained 
by associations, scattered here and there. 
The student usually 1·ents a room in a 
private house, where he or she has little 
or no connection with the family. 
Ruth finds Margaret Hall a pleasant 
place to stay and the girls who live there 
very friendly. Asked if she expects to be 
homesick, she looked puzzled and seemed 
not to understand the meaning of the 
word "homesick." She declared she does 
not think she will become anxious to go 
home before the year is over. 
''I guess we Swedes easily accommo-
date omselves to new circumstances,'' 
she said. 
Ruth has come to Iowa State College 
to study botany, working toward her 
''magister's'' or master's degree. She 
has a scholarship awarded to a represen-
tative girl by the American Association 
of University Women and the Women's 
Self-Governing Association of Iowa State 
College. In Stockholm she completed the 
gymnasium, which corresponds to our 
high school and junior college. T'ben she 
spent two years at the University of 
Stockholm. She will study here for one 
year and after two more years at the 
University of Stockholm she will receive 
her Master of Science degree. 
A very young-looking girl to be a col-
lege graduate, Ruth has the blond hair, 
blue eyes, and fair skin which mark her 
as typically Swedish. She is small, rather 
quiet, unassuming, and very polite. H er 
English i3 plain and easy to understand; 
and her accent is delightful. She has 
studied English for five years, but has 
spoken it for less than a month, just since 
her arrival in this country. On the ship, 
she explains, she spoke German almost 
entirely. She finds it quite easy to under-
stand and to speak English now, after a 
few weeks at Iowa State. 
RUTH left Stockholm on September first and came directly to Ames. 
She had never been out of Sweden be-
fore, so she had many new experiences 
on her trip. Asked what was her first 
impression of America, she said, '' Oh, 
Wrigley's everywhere!" 
She noticed that in the United States 
there are many more advertisements of 
all kinds than there are in Sweden, and 
mentioned especially the gum and cigar-
ette advertisements. 
At the University of Stockholm there 
is no large campus like ours at Iowa 
By Kathryn Sot:h 
State College. The university is located 
in the center of the city, with no ''park'' 
around it, as Ruth says. When asked, 
''Are the buildings scattered or close to-
gether ~ '' she again looked puzzled and 
produced a small dictionary to look up 
::>. definition of the word ''scattered.'' 
She understood that in this sense it meant 
''separated'' or ''far apart'' and said 
that some of the old university buildings 
Ruth Stjerner wearing her student cap 
are '' th1·ee or four minutes' ' from the 
old ones. 
One of the most noticeable differences 
between Swedish and American colleges 
is the relation of instructor to ''dis-
ciple'' or pupil, acco1·ding to Ruth. 
''We have much more-could you say, 
reverence--for our teachers,'' she said. 
Most college students in Sweden study 
many more foreign languages than do 
American students. Besides her five years 
of English, Ruth has completed ten years 
of German, seven of French, and four of 
Latin. 
There is no home economics course of-
fered at the University of Stockholm, but 
there are various private schools for girls 
''to learn to be good wives,'' Ruth re-
ports. There is also a special home eco-
nomics college at Uppsala, and there are 
two schools for farm home economics. 
Another great difference between Swed-
ish and American colleges, Ruth says, is 
in athletics for women. In Stockholm the 
only women's athletics are gymnastics. 
However, the men play tennis, football, 
and other gam es common in the United 
States. She explains that football is 
played very differently in Sweden than it 
is here. The players wear short, knee-
length trousers and little blouses and 
play much less roughly. 
There a1·e extra-curricular activities for 
everyone at the University of Stockholm. 
The women students have a club, and 
there are clubs of students in different 
courses, such as botany clubs, French 
clubs, and so on. The university pub-
lishes a monthly newspaper, but has no 
departmental publications such as we 
have here. There is a student theater as-
sociation at the university; and there are 
orchestras and other musical organiza-
tions. 
Ruth says that Swedish women dress 
somewhat differently than women in the 
United States. ''Our clothes are heavier, 
and we do not use so much silk stock-
ings, ' ' she explains. American women use 
much more silk in dresses and in all types 
of clothing, she says. Swedish women 
wear woolen clothing almost entirely in 
the winter time. Dresses are worn at 
about the same length as ours, and hats 
a1·e worn in the same way. Ruth demon-
strated this the other day by placing one 
hand on the back of her head and mov-
ing the other from the side of her head 
clown over one eye, as if tipping her hat 
ala mode. 
A LL students at Scandinavian colleges 
wear "student caps" from April 
until October. Ruth showed her cap, 
which was of white velveteen with a 
black bill and an emblem and lining of 
yellow and blue, the Swedish national 
colors. Men and women wear the same 
kind of caps, tipping them at the de-
sired angles. 
There are no separate men's or wo-
men's colleges in Sweden, according to 
Ruth, although most of the high schools 
are separate for boys and girls. 
Ruth is very much interested in her 
special field , botany, and has already 
gathered plants in the woods here. She 
explains that the leather boots and ice-
skates placed on top of a pile of papers 
in her room serve as a plant press. ''They 
were the heaviest things I could find, " 
she laughs. 
She plans to study at Iowa State more 
specialized courses in botany, biology, 
and other sciences than she could obtain 
in Sweden. It is not possible to special-
ize a great deal for a master's degree 
there, as most of the advanced and spe-
cialized courses are offered only to stu-
dents working for still highe1· degrees. 
Ruth has not decided what sort of work 
she will enter when she has earned her 
Master of Science degree. She expects to 
teach, but she will have to complete an 
extra year in a special course iii order to 
do this. T'o teach in her field, botany, 
in Swedish gymnasiums it would be nec-
essary for her to have a doctor's degree. 
She expects her year in America to be 
of real value to her. 
